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North Yakima Conservation District 
1606 Perry St., Suite C – Yakima, WA 98902 – (509) 454-5736, Ext. 5 

 

 

March 4, 2015 

 

Consulting Firm: 

The North Yakima Conservation District (NYCD) will be accepting RFP/RFQ’s for the Naches 

River Off-Channel Habitat Assessment and Design Project. This project is scheduled to begin as 

soon as a contract can be finalized with data collection beginning immediately. 

Proposals/Qualifications will be accepted until 4:30 P.M. (PST) on March 26, 2015. 

This entire RFP/RFQ is available online at NYCD’s website located at 

https://northyakimacd.wordpress.com. Any addenda related to this RFP/RFQ will be posted 

on NYCD’s website. It is advised that potential respondents check back with the website for any 

addenda that may be posted.  

Please submit responses to the following address: 

North Yakima Conservation District 

1606 Perry St. Suite C 

Yakima, WA 98902 

 

Thank you for your interest in this project.
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North Yakima Conservation District 

1606 Perry St. Suite C 

Yakima, WA 98902 

(509)-454-5736 ext. 5 

www.northyakimacd.wordpress.com 

 

 

Request for Proposals/Qualifications 
Proposals due March 26, 2015 

 

Project Title 

Naches River Off-Channel Habitat Assessment and Design 
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Introduction 

 

The North Yakima Conservation District (NYCD) is requesting a statement of qualifications and 

proposal to develop a hydrogeological assessment of groundwater availability and investigation 

of existing site conditions to determine the potential of creating and maintaining habitat features 

for juvenile salmon and steelhead. The primary purpose of the features will be to provide off-

channel refuge year round, but specifically during flip-flop flows in the Naches River. If the 

groundwater assessment and site investigation shows that existing conditions can support quality 

off-channel habitat, an alternatives analysis and eventual preliminary design of preferred 

alternative will be completed.  

Background Information 
 

NYCD has received grants from the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office’s 

(RCO) Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) to explore the feasibility of creating off-

channel refuge for juvenile salmonids from the flip-flop flow regime on a privately owned piece 

of the Naches River floodplain. The term “flip-flop” comes from the switch in seasonal water 

supply for irrigation needs downstream of the Naches/Yakima confluence, switching the water 

supply source from the upper-Yakima sub-basin to the Naches sub-basin during the first week in 

September (Naches River Reach Analysis and Management Plan, 2003). The results of switching 

irrigation releases from the Yakima sub-basin to the Naches sub-basin result in drastic increases 

in flow and turbidity of the Naches River, creating increased risk of juvenile mortality and 

displacement further down the mainstem. The remaining off-channel habitats existing in the 

project reach, which consist primarily of modified irrigation diversion channels, experience 

heavy use by both adult and juvenile salmonids. The developed nature of the reach also means a 

considerable lack of opportunity for new off-channel/side channel habitats to develop in the 

future. The project site was once occupied by a historic side-channel as late as 1947, but has 

since been either naturally or artificially diverted. The remnant channel is still evident within the 

project site and may provide a good location for creating off-channel habitat connected with the 

Naches River. 

The project site is located on the left bank of the Naches River at approximately river mile 12.5. 

The project area consists of approximately 50 acres of private property and 0.5 miles of 

streambank. See attached map. 

 PLSS: NE ¼, NE ¼, Sec. 6, T. 14N, R.17W 

 Latitude, Longitude: 46.737541, -120.744495 

Work Description 

 

Initial efforts of the project will center on a site assessment into the feasibility of constructing 

off-channel habitat features that provide refuge for juvenile salmonids. The results of the 

assessment will be reviewed by NYCD in collaboration with a Technical Work Group (TWG) of 

local natural resource agency professionals to determine if existing site conditions can support 

off-channel habitat. If NYCD and the TWG agree that the site can support the creation of off-

channel habitat features that provide a clear benefit, then the Consultant will proceed with an 
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alternatives analysis of different off-channel habitat configurations from which a preferred 

alternative will be chosen and developed into a preliminary design.  

If site assessment shows existing conditions and groundwater availability cannot support 

functioning off-channel habitat features or very minimal habitat gains then any design work will 

not be necessary and will not continue. 

 

Assessment Phase Goals 

Develop and complete an assessment that focuses on a hydrogeological analysis of the spatial 

and temporal availability of groundwater at the project site. The assessment should also include 

an overall site investigation to provide additional data to aid in determining the feasibility of 

constructing high value off-channel habitat features within the project site. Compile and consult 

with NYCD and the TWG on the results of the assessment and the feasibility of creating desired 

habitat features.  

 

Design Phase Goals (If decision is to continue onto design)  

Develop and complete an alternative analysis of different off-channel habitat configurations 

appropriate to existing groundwater availability and site conditions The alternatives should 

include surface connection with the Naches River, refuge opportunities during flip-flop, and 

characteristics of natural functioning off-channel/side channel habitats. Consultation with NYCD 

and the TWG will aid in formalizing specific habitat characteristics and features that are 

desirable at the local level. Develop the chosen alternative into a preliminary design, including 

report, drawings, and cost estimate. 

Scope of Work 

 

This list of tasks represents a minimum level of effort and will be modified during contract 

negotiations with the Consultant to accommodate proposed field investigation, analysis, and 

design process. The contracted consultant will provide all staff, labor, and materials necessary to 

complete the following proposed scope of work.  

 

Task 1. Site Investigation and Assessment 

 

Description: A site assessment that investigates spatial and temporal groundwater availability, 

existing site conditions, and any other collection and analysis of data that will assist in 

determining the feasibility of creating off-channel habitat features within the project area and 

connected with the Naches River. 

1.1 Kickoff meeting with NYCD, local natural resource agency personnel and the Consultant 

shortly after contract award. Task includes preparation for meeting and one trip to Yakima. 

1.2 Gather and review existing data, including but not limited to historical site data 

(hydrology/hydraulics and geomorphology), aerial photography, LIDAR, available survey 

and topographic data, soil and geologic mapping. 

1.3 Topographic survey and base map development. 

1.4 Hydrogeological analysis that will characterize location, seasonal availability, depth, and 

quality of local ground water for use in potential off-channel habitat features. 

1.5 Hydrologic Analysis. 
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1.6 Any other data collection and analysis that would aid in the development of the assessment. 

1.7 Consultant will prepare an assessment report summarizing the results of the hydrogeological 

analysis and other data used to assess site for feasibility of off-channel habitat creation. 

Task 2. Alternatives Analysis (if needed) 

 

Description: The alternatives analysis will utilize the assessment, input from the TWG, and any 

existing data to develop alternative habitat features that provide off-channel refuge and are 

suitable to the site conditions. 

 

2.1 Formalize goals and objectives during meeting with NYCD and TWG to guide alternative 

development. Task includes preparation and one trip to Yakima. 

2.2 Develop off-channel habitat alternatives analysis based on the goals and objectives and 

findings of the site investigations. 

2.3 Meeting with NYCD and TWG to present alternatives. Preferred alternative will be selected 

and developed into preliminary design. Task includes preparation for presentation and one 

trip to Yakima. 

 

Task 3. Preliminary Design (if needed) 

 

Description: Consultant will prepare preliminary design documents and a construction cost 

estimate for the preferred alternative. Deliverables must meet RCO requirements which can 

be referenced in RCO’s Manual 18: Salmon Recovery Grants, Appendix D. 

 

3.1 Consultant will prepare preliminary design report that includes an introduction, description of 

existing conditions, discussion of alternatives analysis and preferred alternative, design 

considerations, and a description of stakeholder consultation. 

3.2 Consultant will prepare preliminary design drawings that at a minimum shall include an 

existing site plan, project site plan view drawings of proposed actions, project profile and 

cross-sections at important locations, and structure design details as needed. 

3.3 Consultant will prepare construction quantities and preliminary construction cost estimate. 

 

Deliverables 

 Assessment Report thoroughly describing site conditions based on data review and field 

investigations taken through all seasons. 

 Alternative Analysis report. 

 Preliminary design report and preliminary design. 

 Construction cost estimate. 

 Electronic submission of all data gathered and work produced from this project/contract. 

Please note that the proposal should include the entire scope of work (Tasks 1-3) with the 

understanding that if the assessment of existing conditions shows that the creation of off-

channel habitat is not feasible at the project location then Tasks 2 and 3 will not be 

executed. 
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Project Schedule 
 

Proposal Due……………………………………..…………………….4:30 P.M. March 26, 2015 

Contract Award………………………………………….…………………....….early April, 2015 

Kickoff Meeting w/NYCD and TWG………………………………………..…..early April, 2015 

Begin site investigation and data gathering on groundwater….………..………………April, 2015 

Assessment & Report Completed…………….…………………...….………Winter/Spring, 2016 

Alternatives Analysis Completed (If Design Phase Approved)……..…..……Winter/Spring, 2016 

Preliminary Design Deliverables……………………………………..…..………….May 30, 2016 

 

A more specific timeline will be negotiated between NYCD and the selected Consultant during 

contract negotiation. Timeline is greatly influenced by the period of performance of the RCO 

grant procured for this project. All agreed upon work for this project must be completed by 

June 1, 2016. 

Optional Site Visit 
 

There will be an opportunity for potential respondents to this RFP/RFQ to visit the project site on 

Monday, March 16, 2015 at 1:00 P.M. Interested respondents will meet NYCD personnel at 

the project location which is at the end of a gravel road, approximately 2.4 miles northwest of 

Naches on US-12. Directions Map. Directions also available at NYCD’s website. 

Proposal Requirements 

 

Proposals are limited to a total maximum number of 10 double-sided pages (or 20 single-sided 

pages) on 8.5" x 11" paper. All text must be in a readable font with font size set to at least 10 

point. If charts and/or graphs are included, said graphics shall be included in the page count. 

 

Please address the following in your Proposal:  

 

Project Team and Qualifications: 

 A profile of the consulting firm, including legal status, year of organization, license 

number, UBI, and tax identifier. 

 Names of the principals and key personnel and their relevant experience/qualifications and 

the service they would provide on this project. 

 Experience working on stream restoration projects pertaining to ESA-listed salmonid 

species in central and eastern Washington watersheds. 

 Project team’s experience with hydrogeological, geomorphic and hydraulic analysis.  

 Demonstration of firm’s ability to work well with regulatory partners such as WDFW, 

DNR, USFWS, etc.  

 Examples of past completed projects similar in scope.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/46.7282433,-120.7003284/46.737085,-120.7430433/@46.7300904,-120.7292316,3455m/am=t/data=!3m1!1e3
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Assessment and Design:  

 Describe proposed hydrogeological analysis methods, including how monitoring will be 

accomplished, type of equipment, spatial configuration, how equipment will be installed, 

timing, etc. 

 Describe existing site conditions analyses that will be conducted. 

 Describe any other field investigation methods that will be conducted. 

 Describe your preliminary ideas regarding design concepts for this project 

 Provide a list of project tasks and a schedule that meets the above timeline, stating the 

availability of staff for the project. 

 Acknowledgement that the proposal is for Tasks 1-3, but if the assessment (Task 1) 

shows that project site is not suitable for off-channel habitat then Tasks 2 and 3 will not 

be executed. 

 Ability to achieve all tasks identified within the established timeline. 

Proposal Evaluation 

 
NYCD will select the Consultant whose proposal is deemed most beneficial to the project. 

Proposals will be reviewed by NYCD staff and evaluated based on the following criteria:  
 

1. Description of the Consultant’s firm, including organization, and type and scope of 

services provided. (10 points) 

2. Qualifications and experience with projects similar in scope and nature, as well as located 

in comparable geographic/climactic regions. (10 points) 

3. Information addressing project understanding, the Consultant’s methodology, and a work 

plan for completing the tasks described. (Scope of Work). (20 points) 

4. Proposed hydrogeological field investigations and existing site condition analysis. (20 

points) 
5. Ability to meet the proposed schedule. (20 points) 

6. Experience and ability working in cooperation with public agencies and private 

landowners. (10 points) 

7. General appearance and thoroughness of the proposal. (10 points) 

 

This is a call for professional services, and the contract award will be a quality-based selection. 

Negotiation of a fair and reasonable price for contract performance items will occur after 

selecting the contractor. If a fair and reasonable price cannot be agreed upon between selected 

contractor and NYCD, NYCD reserves the right to reject the proposal and choose another. 

Proposal Submittal  

 

All parts of the proposal shall be in a sealed envelope and show the name and address of the 

Consultant. 

 

Three hard copies of the Proposal, limited to 10 double-sided pages (or 20 single-sided pages) 

per copy, signed by a principal authorized to enter into binding terms, must arrive at the 

following address no later than 4:30 P.M. PST, March 26, 2015:  
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North Yakima Conservation District 

1606 Perry St., Suite C  

Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone: 509-454-5736, ext. 5 

 

No questions regarding the proposal will be accepted after March 24, 2015. 

North Yakima Conservation District’s Rights and Obligations 

  

NYCD assumes no obligations, responsibilities, or liabilities, fiscal or otherwise, to reimburse all 

or part of the costs incurred or alleged to have been incurred by parties considering a response to 

and/or responding to this RFP/RFQ. All of such costs shall be borne solely by each respondent 

and its team members. During the performance of this RFP/RFQ, contract negotiation, and 

project implementation, NYCD agrees to comply with all Federal and state nondiscrimination 

laws, regulations, and policies.  

NYCD retains the right to:  

 Cancel, withdraw, postpone, or extend this RFP/RFQ in whole or in part at any time prior 

to the execution of a contract without incurring any obligations or liabilities;  

 Issue a new RFP/RFQ;  

 Reject any and all proposals received at any time, even after Consultant selection, if a fair 

and reasonable price cannot be negotiated;  

 Modify dates projected in this RFP/RFQ;  

 Correspond with respondents to seek clarification or improved understanding of their 

responses to the RFP/RFQ;  

 Seek data that has the potential to improve understanding and evaluation of responses to 

the RFP/RFQ.  

 

The award of this contract will be subject to the availability of funds and ability to negotiate a 

fair and reasonable price. All work produced from this contract will belong to NYCD for use in 

future phases of this project. 

 

Suspension and Debarment 

Respondents to this RFP/RFQ must not be presently debarred, suspended, proposed for 

debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any Federal 

department or agency. 

Inquiries 

 

If you have questions or need further explanation on this RFP/RFQ or the project in general 

please contact: 

Justin Bader or Mike Tobin 

North Yakima Conservation District 

509-454-5736 ext.5 

Justin-bader@conservewa.net, mike-tobin@conservewa.net
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Project Site Location Maps 

 

 


